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EIEST SETTLBE IN THE VALLEY. 

Elkton, Va., August 2, 1900. 
To Editor of William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine: 
I inclose you a copy of the naturalization paper of Adam Miller. I 
have copied it exactly as to spelling, punctuation and capitalization. 

This paper proves beyond doubt that Adam Miller was the first 
white man to build on this side of the Blue Ridge, as he came in 1726. 
The Hites came to Winchester in 1732; the Lewises settled near Staun- 
ton also in 1732; so Adam Miller was the first white settler in the 
valley on the Shenandoah, as this old naturalization paper proves; and 
the land on which he located is still in possession of his descendants. 
Sincerely, Lizzie B. Miller. 

William Gooch Esq r . His Majesty's Lieutenant Governour and 
Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia. 

To all to whom these Presents Shall come Greeting. 
Whereas by one Act of Assembly made at the Capitol the 23 d 
October in the year 1705 for the better Settling and peopling 
this His Majesty's Colony and Dominion it is Enacted that it 
shall and may be Lawful for the Governour and Commander in 
Chief of this Colony and Dominion for the time being by a pub- 
lie Instrument or Letters Patents under the broad Seal thereof, 
to Declare any Alien or Aliens Foreigner or Foreigners being 
already Settled or Inhabitants of this Colony or which shall 
hereafter come to Settle Plant or Eeside therein upon His or 
theirs taking the oaths therein prescribed and subscribing the 
Test to be to all entents and purposes fully and compleatly natu- 
ralized and that all persons having Such public Instruments or 
Letters Patents shall by virtue of this Act have and Enjoy to 
them and their Heirs the same Immunities and Eights of and 
unto the Laws and Priviledges of this Colony and Dominion as 
fully and amply as any of His Majesty's Natural Born Subjects 
have and Enjoy within the same an as if the had been born 
within any of His Majesty's Eealms and Dominions Provided 
that nothing therein contained Shall be construed to Enable or 
Give power or Priviledge to any Foreigner to Do or Execute any 
manner of thing which by any of the Acts made in England con- 
cerning His Majesty's Plantations he is Disabled to Do or Exe- 
cute. 

And Adam Miller born at Shresoin in Germany having Settled 
and Inhabited for fifteen years past on Shenandoa in this Colony 



The National University. 133 

and now made Application to me for the benefit of Naturaliza- 
tion and before me taken the oaths prescribed by Law and Sub- 
scribed the Test, I Do hereby pursuant to the said authority De- 
clare the said Adam Miller to be to all intents and purposes, 
fully and compleatly Naturalized and to have and Enjoy to him 
and his Heirs the same Immunities and Eights of and unto the 
Laws and Priviledges of this Colony and Dominion as fully and 
amply as any of His Majesty's Natural Born Subjects have and 
Enjoy within the same, and as if he had been born within any 
of His Majesty's Eealms and Dominions according to the afore- 
said act. saving always in such matters and things which by 
the Laws of England concerning the Plantation he is Disabled. 
Given under my hand and the Seal of the Colony at Williams- 
burg this 13 th day of March 1741/2 in the 15 th year of the Eeign 
of our Sovereign Lord King George the Second By the Grace of 

God King of Great Brittain &c. 

William Gooch. 
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Among the most original characters of the Revolutionary period was 
James Madison, President of William and Mary College (1777-1812) and 
first bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Virginia. The fol- 
lowing letter* from him is interesting as containing a recommendation 
for the site of the National University proposed by Washington, the es- 
tablishment of which is now being agitated in Congress: 

To Edmund Randolph. 
Dear Sir 

If M rs E shd not write by this Post, then I have y 6 Pleas- 
ure of informing you that your family are all well. This is what 
you are most anxious to know, & therefore I begin with it. But, 
I observe that y e President (attended by his aids) has delivered 
a Speech, in w ch he suggests y e good Policy of instituting a 
national University. As it appears not improbable, but that 
such an Institution may take Place, might it not be adviseable 
to recommend WilliamsB as the most suitable situation in w h 
it could be fixed. — It is suff y , central — has Buildings, especially 
if y old Capitol be added, and other advantages w h no other 

* The copy was kindly communicated by Mr. Gaillard Hunt, of the 
State Department, Washington. 



